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Review Upcoming
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Agenda



Objectives: Students will demonstrate knowledge of

keywords and phrases related to the study of rhetoric:

rhetoric, the rhetorical situation, and the SOAPS acronym.

Additionally, students will learn about the rhetorical

cannons and the potential dangers of rhetoric. 



"Rhetoric is the art of
enchanting the soul. "

-Plato

Remember that rhetoric has two

purposes: Persuasion (Aristotle)

and Identification (Burke).



Credibility, Ethics,

Morals

Emotions & Feelings

Reason & Logic

Ethos 

Pathos

Logos

The Rhetorical Appeals



Exigence 
the issue at hand – should be

urgent; reason why the author is

writing or speaker is speaking

Audience those who will be influenced

Constraints

facts at play, documents in

existence,

beliefs/attitudes/motives of

others, traditions of the culture

The Rhetorical Situation: CONTEXT
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Subject

Occasion

Audience

Purpose

Strategies

SOAPS



The SUBJECT is what the piece is about. 

We can determine this by observing the

title, subtitles, and any photos or images

that accompany the piece before we

even begin reading  

The SUBJECT is the general topic,

content, ideas contained in the text.  

EX: The subject of the Declaration of

Independence is the American colonies'

economic and political independence

from England.

Subject



The OCCASION of the piece is the

genesis of the piece – WHY did the

author sit down and write or create this?

 It’s the time, place, context, and current

situation of the piece.  

EX: The occasion for the Declaration of

Independence was the relentless

taxation and burdensome laws the British

government forced upon the American

colonists.

Occasion



The AUDIENCE of a piece is the specific

reader or group of readers the piece is

directed towards. The audience can be

large or just a singular person, but it is

always specific.  

EX: The audience for the Declaration of

Independence was King George III of

England as well as political leaders

around the world.

Audience



The Purpose of the text is what the

author wants you to know – it's what he

or she is trying to tell you. What does the

author want you to take away from the

piece? 

EX: The purpose of the Declaration of

Independence was to assert the

colonies' political and economic break

from England and to establish the

political and economic values they would

follow from henceforth.

Purpose



The Strategies the text employs should

support its purpose; examining strategies

can help illuminate purpose. Look at the

tone, style, voice, tense, attitude, diction,

imagery, syntax. 

  EX: The strategies used in the Declaration

of Independence include declarative

statements, a pedantic style, and appeals

to reason.

Strategies





What is the

Rhetorical

Situation:

Exigence?

Audience?

Constraints?



Exigence 
the issue at hand – should be

urgent; reason why author is

writing or speaker is speaking

Audience those who will be influenced

Constraints

facts at play, documents in

existence,

beliefs/attitudes/motives of

others, traditions of the culture

The Rhetorical Situation: CONTEXT



Can you

identify each

of the SOAPS?

Subject, Ocassion,

Audience, Purpose &

Strategies



Let's talk about the

five cannons of

rhetoric

1) Invention

2) Arrangement

3) Style

4) Memory

5) Delivery



The CREATION of material

Before writing a paper, a student

does a freewriting exercise to come

up with a good topic

Invention



Deciding the order of the material

Before writing a paper, a student

creates an outline to determine the

order in which they will

discuss their major points.

Arrangement 



Coming up with the actual words that

will be used 

A student revises sentences they

wrote in the passive voice into

sentences in the active voice.

Style



Memorizing a text for a speech

A student memorizes their paper (or

at least the major points of it) so that

they can deliver it at an

academic conference without

reading off the paper itself.

Memory



Presenting the material to an audience

At an academic conference, a student

walks around the room as they deliver

their paper instead of

standing behind the podium the whole

time.

Delivery



A demagogue is a person who takes advantage of their

audience and the situation. They exploit the audiences'

emotions, ethics, and logic. 

Can you think of a demagogue?

The Dangers of Rhetoric:

Demagoguery



How did Hilter rise to power? 



What is the rhetorical situation?

Exigence? Audience? Constraints?

How did Hilter take advantage of

the situation?

What are some examples of

rhetorical appeals Hitler used? 

Discussion



Exigence 
the issue at hand – should be

urgent; reason why author is

writing or speaker is speaking

Audience those who will be influenced

Constraints

facts at play, documents in

existence,

beliefs/attitudes/motives of

others, traditions of the culture

The Rhetorical Situation: CONTEXT



Rhetorical

Analysis

Determine the

rhetorical

situation of the

text, speech, or

video.

1. 2. Identify the

rhetorical

cannons.

3. Describe the

rhetorical

appeals and

evaluate if they

are effective.



Any Comments or Questions?

You got this!



Rhetorical Analysis

11/16 & 11/17

Discussion due

11/13

Upcoming Assignments 







Office Hours MWF

11am-12 pm


